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INTRODUCTION

Ecotourism can alter wildlife behavior without affecting
species diversity, yet this phenomenon remains poorly
known. Detecting such behavioral changes in highly
visited protected areas is essential to understand the
true effects of tourism on wildlife.
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OBJECTIVE

To evaluate how tourist access influences medium-
and large-bodied mammals in Manuel Antonio
National Park, Costa Rica.

METHODS

Camera traps monitored mammals along public trails
from April 2021 to August 2022, comparing
restricted and unrestricted tourist access (COVID-19
policies and weekly closures).
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TOURIST ACCESS AND MAMMAL ACTIVITY
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RESULTS

A total of 16 mammal species were recorded, including the
first documented Puma concolor in the park. Hill numbers
did not differ significantly between restricted and
unrestricted access. However, under unrestricted access,
Dicotyles tajacu became more nocturnal, Nasua narica
increased its daytime activity, and Dasyprocta punctata
showed little variation.

CIENCIA

ABIERTA

UNED Research Journal JAN-DEC, 2026
Vicerrectoria de Investigacion, Universidad Estatal a Distancia, Costa Rica.

CONCLUSION

Tourist access affected mammal activity patterns but
not community diversity. Species-specific activity
was therefore a more sensitive indicator of tourism
effects than diversity metrics.
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