NOTE
An undescribed species of velvet worm from Chiapas, Mexico

(Onychophora: Peripatidae)
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ABSTRACT: Onychophoran worms are considered "living fossils" because their basic body structure has
changed little in 500 million years. Only two species have been properly recorded from Mexico:
Macroperipatus perrieri from Veracruz, and Oroperipatus eisenii from Nayarit. Here we report an undescribed
species of Oroperipatus from Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas. Males, which are rarer, smaller and reddish than
females, are 3-4cm long and have 24-25 leg pairs (N=6). Females are 4-7,5cm long and have 28-29 pairs (N=19).
We propose the common name "Tuxtla Brownish Purple Velvet Worm" to help study and protect the species
until it receives formal description. This new record expands the known distribution of the phylum in Mexico
from the evergreen forest of Veracruz to the deciduous forest of Tuxtla (400Km).

Keywords: extension of geographic range, new locality, new undescribed species, velvet worm, urban
onychophorans.

RESUMEN: Una especie no descrita de gusano de terciopelo de Chiapas, México (Onychophora:
Peripatidae). Los gusanos onicoforos son considerados “fésiles vivientes” porque su estructura corporal ha
cambiado poco en 500 millones de afios. En México solamente se han confirmado Macroperipatus perrieri de
Veracruz, y Oroperipatus eisenii de Nayarit. Aqui reportamos una especie no descrita de Oroperipatus de
Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas. Los machos, que son mas escasos, pequefios y rojizos que las hembras, miden 3-
4cm de largo y tienen 24-25 pares de patas (N=6). Las hembras miden 4-7,5cm de largo y tienen 28-29 pares
(N=19). Proponemos el nombre comun "onicéforo morado parduzco de Tuxtla" para ayudar a estudiar y
proteger a la especie hasta que reciba una descripcion formal. Este nuevo registro amplia la distribucidn
conocida del filo en México del bosque perenne de Veracruz al bosque caducifolio de Tuxtla (400Km).

Palabras clave: extension del ambito geografico, nueva localidad, nuevas especies no descritas, gusano de
terciopelo, onicéforos urbanos.
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Digital Figure 1. The undescribed "Tuxtla Brownish Purpl
(unsexed, around 5 cm long).
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Digital Figure 2. Formally published locations where the phylum Onychophora occurs in Mexico,
from left to right: Oroperipatus eisenii (Wheeler) from Nayarit, Macroperipatus perrieri (Bouvier)
from Veracruz, and "Tuxtla Brownish Purple Velvet Worm" from Chiapas (this report). Image based
on Google Maps.



