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1 . How old are you? 
2 . What  are you st udying? 
3 . Are you married? 
4 . Do you have any sons or daught ers? 
5 . Where did you grow up? 
6 . Did you grow up wit h siblings? 
7 . Did you grow up wit h bot h parent s? 
8 . Are you receiving any scholarships for your schooling? 
9 . Do you ident if y wit h any religion? 
10 . What  gender do you ident if y wit h? 
11 . Is prost it ut ion legal in Cost a Rica? 
12 . Do you agree wit h t he legalizat ion of  prost it ut ion? 
13 . Do you t hink people wit h less educat ion are more suscept ible t o working 

in prost it ut ion? 
14 . Do you believe prost it ut ion is a valid form of  work? 
15 . Do you t hink most  people in prost it ut ion were abused as children? 
16 . Do you t hink most  people in prost it ut ion st art ed out  of  necessit y or 

choice? 
17 . Do you t hink people in prost it ut ion have families (spouse, children)? 
18 . Do you t hink people in prost it ut ion look at  t heir work as a lifelong career? 
19 . Do you t hink drug addict ion is a problem amongst  people in prost it ut ion? 
20 . Do you t hink most  people in prost it ut ion have some sort  of  STD/ STI? 
21 . Do you t hink most  people in prost it ut ion work under t heir own 

management ? 
22 . How big of  an issue do you t hink sex t raf f icking is in Cost a Rica, if  it  all? 
23 . Would you be able t o t ell t he dif ference bet ween someone volunt arily 

working in prost it ut ion, and someone who isn’t ? 
24 . How of t en do you t hink people in prost it ut ion experience violence f rom 

client s? 
25 . Do you t hink t here is a t ypical age of  t he client s? 
26 . Do you t hink t he client s have families (spouse, children)? 
27 . Do you t hink most  client s buy sexual services more t han once? 
28 . Do you t hink most  of  t he client s are wealt hy? 
29 . Do you t hink domest ic violence would go up if  prost it ut ion were 

out lawed? 
30 . How prevalent  do you t hink gay and t ransgender prost it ut ion are? 
31 . Is t alking about  prost it ut ion uncomfort able? 

Open ended quest ions: 
1 . Why do you t hink t here are more women in prost it ut ion t han men? 
2 . What  do t hink t he daily life of  a person in prost it ut ion looks like? 



3. How do you t hink t he sex indust ry in Cost a Rica dif fers f rom ot her count ries? 
What  ef fect s does it  being legal have? 
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Table 1 . Populat ion demographics of  int erviewees. San Jose and Punt arenas, Cost a 
Rica, March-April 2015 . 
 

Gender  Count  Frequenc
y  

Female  103  0 .579  
Male  75  0 .421  
Where They 
Grew Up  

Count  Frequenc
y  

Urban 125  0 .679  

Rural 46  0 .250  
Major  Count  Frequenc

y  
Social 
Science  

80  0 .400  

Business 51  0 .255  
Engineering  33  0 .165  
Nat ural 
Science  

19  0 .095  

Humanit ies 17  0 .085  
Religion Count  Frequenc

y  
Christ ianit y  132  0 .660  
None  68  0 .340  
Scholarship  Count  Frequenc

y  
Yes 124  0 .623  
No  75  0 .377  
Grew Up 
Wit h Two 
Parent s 

Count  Frequenc
y  

Yes 147  0 .754  
No  48  0 .246  

 
 



 

Figure 1 . Majorit y opinions t o cert ain quest ions. San Jose and Punt arenas, Cost a Rica, 
March-April 2015 . 


